Westminster ventriloquist launches online course

By Jacos peENogeL
Tives STaFF WRITER®

Ventriloquism isn’t generally considered to be a 21st-century art form, but Westminster

resident Tom Crowl is attempting to change that perception with a ventriloquism course
created for the Internet era.

Crowl, along; with ventyiloquists Mark
Wade and Ken Groves, has taken the
ins: of Maher Ventriloquist Studios,
lly established in1934. The studm
originated as a correspondence course,
with: students receiving 30 educational
pamphlets and submitting ‘a video of
their ‘performance after their study ‘was
complete. ‘Crowl: said- the course, aside
from,some minor stylistic changes. had
remamed largﬁly the same since it was

e:"70s. Now, the trio have
an ‘interactive course that in-

les ons.

Growl first came to ventriloquism. in
20 fter working for years as a magi-
rowl said he is lucky to have got-
o the art forin almost 1mmedmtely
before Jeff Dunham became an interna-
tmnal ‘success and raised the profile of
venmloqmsm Crowl said another ven-
triloguist who has helped popularize the

Sltype sessions between students.
‘s as well as downloadable video:

“if you see a singer and they’re bad,
you’ve seen enough smgers to know
that it was just a bad singer. People don’t
see ventriloquists that often, so if you
catch a bad ventriloquist, you decide you
don’t want to see them again.”

Tom Crowl
Ventriloguist

art form is Terry Fator, who won “Amer-
ica’s Got'Talent™ witha ventriloquist act
in 2007:

“I had done a family show with-my wife
and'son, and my wife decxded she wanted
to pursue: her own career,” Crowl said,

“SoT was left'doing basically a kids’ show.
I'had'always liked ventriloquism, so I be-
gan.to,study to set off on my own.”

Crowl primarily works corporate ban-
quets-and events throughout the country
for most of the year. In'the sumimer, he
branches out to fairs, libraries and street.
festivals.

. When Maher Studios executive direc-
tor Clinton Detweiler passed away sud-
denly in 2013, Crowl said the Detweiler
family decided to pass the organization

on to Wade, children's entertainer and
executive director of the Vent Haven
ventriloquist convention.

. Wade said he recruited fri

a more computer-hterate g
ventriloguists. !
“Tom’s .a great profess
- oquist, and he's also
Wade said. “He’s very computer.savvy,
and we couldn’t have done this without
hlm o
CrowI had experience with/ his-own
 digital. ventriloguism'course, Learn Ven-
triloquism, which:consists.of 36 time-re-
leased video lessons.covering: top!n:s from
breathing control to, character:develop-
ment that he launched in’201L Crowl
said"“he developed the' course -after -at-
tending a seminar on creating enline in-
formational p‘roducts.
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“After my shows, a lot of
people would ask me if I
taught ventriloquism, and
my schedule was always
such that I could never de-
vote the time,” Crowl said.
“I thought this was a great
way to do this, because I
can do virtual lessons with
them without having to sit
down individually.”

Crowl said word spread
about his online ventrilo-
quism course, with promi-
nent ventriloquists and
puppet makers recom-
mending his lessons to new
students. It was the success
of Learn Ventrilogquism
that put him on Wade's ra-
dar, Crowl said.

Teaming up with Wade
and Groves, Crowl helped
develop the new Maher
Interactive Ventriloquism
Course, which goes live
Monday. The course con-
sists of nine video les-
sons, broken down into
three segments. After each
package of three video
lessons, the student has
the opportunity to have
a Skype session with one
of the three instructors.
During the Skype session,
they perform what they've
learned and receive one-
on-one critiques from the
instructors.

“You can't beat sitting
down with a working vent
and studying the tech-
niques and having them
say, ‘No, you're doing this
wrong,’" Crowl said.

In addition to the inter-
active course, the group
has created digital versions
of the original 30-lesson
pamphlets for students to
download to their com-
puter or e-reader. Crowl
said the three wventrilo-
quists pooled their knowl-
edge of the art to develop
new methods for sound
reproduction.

“We took everything
we knew, and we tried to
figure out new ways of
doing things. You can’t
say the letters ‘B, ‘M,' ‘P’
or 'F" without using your
lips, and ventriloquists
have always been taught
to substitute another let-
ter, like saying ‘D’ instead
of 'B,”” Crowl said. “In this
course, we teach sound
modification. You can ac-
tually say the letters, it's
just a matter of the proper
teaching.”

In the course, Crowl
said they teach students
to produce the labial con-
sonants — letters that are
said with the lips — by
reproducing the sounds
with the tongue inside the
mouth. Even more impor-
tant than lip control, Crowl
said, is proper breath-
ing technique. Crowl said
many students want to skip
past the fundamentals for
the more flashy parts of
ventriloquism.

“In ventriloquism, one
of the big problems is that
some people think the
minimum is good enough,
and it’s really not. That's
why for vears, ventrilo-
quism was a step below
the party clown,” Crowl
said. “It hurts the busi-
ness as a whole, If you see
a singer and they're bad,
you've seen enough sing-
ers to know that it was just
a bad singer. People don't
see ventriloquists that of-
ten, so if you catch a bad
ventriloquist, you decide
you don’t want to see them
again."”

Wade said he estimates
there are only about 4,000
professional ventrilo-
quists worldwide.
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Photos

The Carroll County Times publishes four- and
“five-generation photos, class reunion photos and
family reunion news (after the fact) on Sundays.

Volunteers

The Carroll County Times publishes information
the last Sunday of the month regarding volunteer
recognition, opportunities and wish list items for
nonprofits. If your organization needs volunteers
for specific assignments or has a material need,
send in the following information by the first
Friday of the month to be included: name of
organization, complete mailing address, contact
person and phone number for publication,
description of organization (must be nonprofit),
items needed and/or description of volunteer
assignment. Volunteer recognition briefs must
be sent no later than four weeks after the
recognition and may include a photo.

Send items to the attenticn of Shiela Johnson
at shiela.johnson@carrolicountytimes.com; fax
to 410-857-8749; or mail 201 Railroad Ave.,
Westminster, MD 21157.

| MIORE INFORMATIO
The Maher Ventriloquist Studios
catalog is available at www. ~
maherstudios.com. The catalog
features the original Maher Course
pamphlets, Tom Crowl's Learn

Ventriloquism course and the
Maher Interactive Ventriloguism
Course.

The interactive course goes live
Monday and will cost $397.
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In addition to the tech-
nical aspects of speaking
with lip control, Crowl
said they focus on the pre-
sentation and theatricality
involved as well.

“Ventriloquism is the il-
lusion of life. If you don't
have a well-defined charac-
ter, you're not going to suc-
ceed,” Crowl] said. “A lot of
people pick up the puppet
and think it's going to be a

Haven convention. Crowl
said he is continually im-
pressed with how forward-
thinking the new genera-
tion of ventriloquists are.
“We do an open mic,
and they do stuff that is so
unique and so different.
They're their own person.
Thev're not doing what
Jeff does: they're not do-
ing songs like Terry Fator
does. They're doing their

own thing,” Crowl said. "I
think ventriloquism will

continue to grow. A lot of

people for vyears thought
it was a dying art. I think

success stories like Jeff

and Terry bodes well for
its future.”

Reach staff writer Jacob

deNobel at 410-857-3316
or jacob.denobel@carroll
countytimes.coml.
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character, but it's not, it's

just a tool.”

Crowl's main puppet is
Dangerous Duck, a sar-
castic duck who is always
looking for a way out of the
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show.

“Dangerous likes to
mess with me. He likes to
mess with the crowd. He
likes to tease and get me in
trouble,” Crowl said. “He’s
never happy, and would al-
ways rather be somewhere
else.”

An aspect of ventrilo-
quism Crowl said he would
like to see explored in the
future is the technique's
relationship with speech
therapy. Crowl said there
have been local experi-
ments with ventriloquists
working with speech thera-
pists, but never anything on
a global scale.

“What we've created with
the Mabher course, teaching
someone to say ‘B’ without
using their lips, can be ap-
plied to a burn victim who
has to learn to re-enunciate
everything,” Crowl said.
“T think it's going to take a
ventriloquist to start pursu-
ing that market.”

When looking at the
young attendees at the Vent
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Purchase $5.00 Tickets by May Ist

Make it a Night They'll Remember!
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Visit www.carroll-coalition.com
for more information.

Questions Call FSK 410-75i-3320

All proceeds will benefit
Francis Scott Key High School

D

{Darlene Kegel - Proud Alumna of Francis Scott Key HS.]
15 S. CRANBERRY ROAD | 410-848-8300

NEXT TO TEXAS ROADHOUSE |
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-7 = Fri 10-8 + Closed Sunday

Don’t be
a party to
teenage

drinking.

Buy Tickets At

JEWELERS

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL
YOUR [EWELRY NEEDS.

It’s against
the law.

0un T

To report an Underage Drinking Party Before it happens
Call/Text 443-547-1509 or email tipsline.ccsao@ccg.carr.org To report

DLLR#2561 a party in progress call 911. All tips are untraceable and anonymous
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Westminster, MD 21157
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